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THE NEEDED DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION. 


[By Mr. Arxrns, Chairman of Board of Managers of the 
Nottingham Evening Schools.] 


Pernaps the greatest danger to which an earnest Liberal is 
exposed is that of ‘‘ weariness in well-doing.” To-day we 
settle some national difficulty, but to-morrow there are new 
surroundings that render the old settlement unadapted to 
the new conditions; therefore we have to keep on our 
armour and continue the fight for social progress. We must 
either conserve the old which is unsuitable, or we must readjust 
and amend our laws to suit our new environment ; to do the 
fo1mer is to be Conservative indeed, to do the latter is an 
absolute necessity to our existence as the party of progress. 
To do this constantly is wearying, and we are tempted togive 
up the fight. Tks we must not do. The present 
is no time to leavethe masses of the people to themselves. 
As the forces of nature with ceaseless energy repair the 
waste and restore what is disturbed in the material world, 
thereby preventing stagnation and death ; so the forces of. 
Liberalism must with restless zeal be acting and reactingon 
our national life ; repairing breaches, supplying defects in 
previous enactments, and making “brand new” laws 
suitable to the days in which we live. The need of this 
tireless activity is admirably “lustrated in the history and 
development of our system of National Elementary Educa- 
tion. 

Briefly let us consider this question to see what further 
developments are needed, and when we have determined what 
are the needed changes let us live and labour for their ac- 
complishment. ; 

In 1870, after a delay that was far too long, this great 
country, by the act of the Liberals then in power, said “We 
have placed in the hands of the people the right to control 
Governments ; we must now fit them to intelligently discharge 
their duties. The sons and daughters of our toilers must be 
intelligent and capable citizens. To insure this, the care of 
our children shall no longer be left to the whim of the 
passing moment.” 

The necessities of our National life demanded an educated 
people, therefore the State created and enforced a compulsory 
system, whereby allour children and, through them, all the 
people, should ultimately become possessed of the priceless ad- 
vantages of education. And this is the result. In 1870 we 
had 8,000 schools with 1,692,000 children on the register, 
whereas on the 31st Augusi, 1888, we had 19,328 schools 
with 3,633,094 tm average attendance. In 1870 the Govern- 
ment Grant for education amounted to £562,611; but in 
1888 we gave £3,166,110. Including rates and taxes we paid 
in 1888 the noblesum of five and a half millions. What a 
glorious advance, what a changed public sentiment, is here 
represented! How much we rejoice! How much all this 
has altered the conditions of society ! Yet while we rejoice at 
‘the increased opportunities our children have as compared 
with those we possessed, wehave to note with sadness that 
although the State declared as far back as 1870 “ that the 
people must be educated,” and although enormous sums of 
money have been annually expended to carry out this wish, 
still our sons and our daughters are not educated as they 
should be. So long as ch*'drenin the rural districts are 
driven from school after passing the III. and IV. Standards, 
and they are—for we learn from thereport of the Royal Com- 
mission that in seven country places children are exempt at 
Standard JII.,while in 9,303 country places and in 69 
boroughs it is Standard 1V.—so long as this is, so our work 
must remain incomplete. Solong as the mass of children 
all over the country leave school before they are twelve years 
of age and at most have only passed Standard V., and for a 
year, or a year and a he'f, either have to work long hours for 


those not controlable by our labour laws, or what is worse are 
compelled to continue their education on the streets until 
able to go to work in the factories; so long as this 
continues, and so long as it remains the popular notion that a 
child’s education is finished when he leaves school, no great 
advance will be possible. The facts, then, are these, that 
notwithstanding the large expenditure of public money 
(after allowing for the excellent work of Evening Homes 
and Institutes of kindred character) over 90 per cent of our 
children are allowed to slide back into a state of ignorance : 
this, too, with all these advantages of education beforethem, 
with all the joy it is possible for it to fling into their lives, 
we, yes we, allow the avenues to beclosed. At this point let 
ustry and grasp two facts—(1) That our present system of 
Elemen’ education is seriously incomplete, because it loses 
its hold of the children long before they can either 
enter our factories or appreciate the higher fields 
of science and art that are before them; (2) That 
this occurs at the time their continued education is 
most needed: from 12 to 16 years of age. Between these 
periods the child’s habits for good or evil very rgd 
develope. Atthis time the nation should continue its wor! 
of education so that in due course it might have a rich har- 
vest of educated men and women, the result of early sowing. 
What should we think of a gardener who worked the soil, 
sowed the seed, and carefully tended the plant,and yet, when 
within measurable distance of the precious fruit or the 
beautiful flower, he left his charge to perish for want of care? 
We should call him a foolish person. But this is exactly 
how we are acting with our children. Let me entreat you 
to examine the question. Todo this will be to find needs that 
will excite your tenderest sympathy, and work that will incite 
to your best endeavour. Jf the Liberal women and the 
Liberal party as a whole are true to their principles of pro- 
gress and reform, once they have grip of our educational 
needs, the work will soon be done. 

You may say “ what would you have us do ?” There must 
be a further development of our educational system in the 
direction of ‘ Evening Continuation Schools.” True, we 
have evening classes already, but as at present constituted 
they are a failure—they are a failure because they are alto- 
gether unsuited to the needs of the present. To understand 
how great the failure, think of what Lord Derby said the 
other day at Manchester. He said : “ Only one per cent of 
those who leave our day schools continue their education 
in our evening schools.” To understand how complete is 
our failure, note these facts : “ There were in our evening 
schools last year 33,000 students over twelve years of age, 
when there should be at least two or three millions ; and out of 
19,328 publicschools only 908 of them were open in theevenings, 
Surely here is need of reform ; surely here are needed develop- 
ments. To summarise briefly, the children must not leaveday 
school, except as half timers, until they are 13, no matter what 
standard they have passed ; then they would be able to go 
direct from school to factory without coming into contact 
with the damaging influence of the streets. The children 
should have in the schools a thorough system of physical 
training, for “ The nation needs muscle as well as brains.” 
Every form of child labour should be under State con- 
trol. A network of Evening Continuation Schools should 
be opened all over the country, and for these a suitable 
evening school code should be provided. In those dis- 
tricts where the manufacturers require juvenile labour, 
it should be with the distinct understanding that no 
child becomes a half-timer until he iseleven, and that each 
passes into the Continuation Schools. In the rural districts 
where children are needed for farming operations in summer 
they should be allowed to work, but should continue their 
education in winter. In these Continuation Schools the 
greatest possible elasticity should be given, students being 
allowed to pursue those studies they either need most or love 
most. 

And to secure these things we must insist on our system 
of Education being made National, Unsectarian, and Free. 
School Boards must be established throughout the country. 
The people should pay the costs and then have entire control. 
Of course we cannot get all this at once, but we can press for 
the’ reforms nearest to us. We should strengthen the 
hands of Mr. Samuel Smith, M.P., in his efforts to secure 
the passage of his “ Evening Continuation School Bill.” 
We can help those who will press for an improved code for 
evening schools, and, what is most important, we must never 
lose an opportunity of bringing home tothe minds of the 
people the importance of education in its bearing on the life 
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of the individual or on the destiny of the nation. Yes, the 
people, whether we spell the name with a big P or not, 
the people must be educated to understand the needs of their 
children. 

Prudence forbids me writing more. I therefore forbear ; 
simply wishing success to the efforts of our Liberal women 
for the country’s weal, and urging that among the multitude 
of reforms needed there are few of the same importance as 
‘‘ The needed reforms in our system of National Elementary 
Education.” 


Parents’ Nationa, Epucationat Union.—It is proposed 
to form a Branch of this Union in North London, and a 
meeting is to be held on Tuesday evening, November 12th, 
at the North London Collegiate School for Girls, Sandall 
Road, N., when the objects and work of the Union will be 
fully explained. The chair will be taken by the Hon. 
Edward Thesiger, at eight o'clock. The Rev. J. E. C. 
Welldon, M.A., Professor Sully, the Rev. W. H. Keeling, 
Mrs. Steinthal, the Hon. Secretary of the Union, Mr. J. 
Courthope Bowen, Mr. Scully, and others, will address the 
meeting. Tickets should be applied for to Miss Buss, at the 
North London Collegiate School. 


POLITICS AT HOME. 


One evening last week a party of between 40 and 50 working 
men and women met by invitation at a private house in 
Ham to hear alecture on Ireland. On their arrival 
at eight o'clock tea was handed round, and at half-past they 
took their seats, and a member of the family who had been 
travelling in Donegal this summer gave an account of what 
she had seen there. 

She described the country about Gweedore, with scenery 
beautiful for the enjoyment of a summer holiday, but with 
a soil unprofitable for cultivation, the huge boulders of 
which the walls were built having formerly covered the land. 
She gave the history of the past 50 years on two of the 
chief estates in Father MacFadden’s parish (a parish which 
extends over 68 square miles). She described how, when the 
present owner of one estate came into possession he took 
a considerable number of acres into his own use, crowding 
the tenants on to the remaining acres ; and at the same time, 
instead of lowering the rents, raised the total from £472 to 
£1,100. She explained the meaning of “ economic rent : ” 
an average proportion of the produce of the farm which re- 
mains over after the man who farms the land has repaid 
himself for the money he has laid out and for his 
labour ; which average proportion is the amount justly due 

.to the landlord as rent. But so little is this understood in 
Ireland that a rate-collector in this district had said : “ It is 
not that the people won't pay the rent ; they can’t : if they 
could earn the money they would pay directly.” And she 
remarked that an English farmer would not speak of wish- 
ing he could earn money in some other way in order that he 
might pay his rent. She explained that in Ireland all build- 
ing, draining, fencing, efc., all that usually goes by the name 
of improvements, and which is in England entirely or in 

measure done by the landlord, is in Ireland always 
done by the tenant, and in one place land which had been 


valued at one penny an acre, had been raised by the tenants’ 
labour to a valuation of one shilling an acre. She described 


the intense poverty to be seen ; people living at one end of 
the cabins and the cattle at the other end. She described 
in some detail the struggle of these people with their land- 
lord during the past eight or nine years ; and their devotion 
to Father MacFadden, whohad been their one friend through 
all these years. She described having seen green corn cut 
and carried away by forty policemen from the land of an 
evicted tenant, in the presence of a few women and children 
(all the men of the neighbourhcod being away harvesting in 
England or Scotland), and she said it was corn, the seed for 
which had been given to the people by charity, collected by 
Father MacFadden. She spoke of the circumstances of the 
arrest of Father MacFadden in February, which had been 
described to her on the spot where the arrest occurred, and 
finally she described the case of one man whom she had seen, 
who had been taken up on suspicion after the death of Inspector 
Martin, and who is now dying from the effects of the hardships 
he had suffered and the cruelties that wereinflicted upon him 
before his release a few weeks ago. 

The lecture occupied about an hour, and was followed by 
music. Some Irish songs were sung, in the choruses of 
which all joi.ed, and the party dispersed about ten o'clock. 


CHIT CHAT. 


Tue winter exhibition of oil and water colour pictures hy 
members of the Nineteenth Century Art Society is now 
open at the Conduit Street Galleries, Regont Street. 


Mr. Barnum’s unparalleled show arrived on Friday. The 
elephants and some other animals were marched 
through the streets late on Friday night, and those in cages 
were conveyed to Olympia on Saturday. 


NEaR Ly one hundred delegates from the villages and towns 
of Northamptonshire took part in a conference, under the 
auspices of the Allotments and Small Holdings Association, 
which was held at Wellingborough. 


Tue Geneva State Council has decided to provisionally 
prohibit all meetings of the Salvation Army, and has ordered 
all the halls serving as meeting-places to be closed. 


THE election expenses of Mr. Francis Otter, the unsuc- 
cessful Gladstonian candidate for Sleaford, have been 
returned at £1,244, of which £196 was for the returning 
officer’s charges. 


THE Queen of Sweden, it is anticipated, will pay a visit to 
Bournemouth in January next. Crag Head, a mansion on 
the east cliff, which was her Majesty’s residence on her last 
two visits, has been placed at her disposal. 


THE Queen of Greece, with the Empress Frederick 
and her daughters, and the Princess of Wales and her 
daughters, visited several charitable institutions in Athens 
last week. Among the places inspected were the Establish- 
ment for Poor Women and the Queen’s Hospital. The 
Royal party remained a long time at both places. 


At the North London Collegiate School for Girls, a 
meeting of the Association of Old Pupils was held on 
Wednesday, October 30th. Miss Manning gave an 
address on “ The Social Position of Indian Women,” and a 
very interesting evening was passed. 

TuE hundredth anniversary of the death of John Howard, 
the philanthropist, is about to be celebrated at Bedford. 


Tue Conservative working man is sometimes talked of 
and occasionally believed in. The greatest sceptics about 
him have, however, always been found among his own class. 
A correspondent sends us a reminiscence of an old Edin- 
burgh election, which expresses the scepticism felt keenly 
then as now. In the days of the great Chartist movement, 
at a meeting in the High Street of Edinburgh, a working 
man was addressing the crowd, and, replying to a statement 
that had been made that the Chartists were for their own 
party ends joining hands with the Conservative party, said, 
with deep pathos in his voice: “ Chartists turning Conserva- 
tives? Chartists turning Conservatives? Many of them 
without a bed to lie on; without anything to eat! Merciful 
heaven! what have they to conserve?” Macaulay, who was 
the Liberal candidate for the city at the time, made several 
great speeches during the contest, but the palm of effective 
eloquence fell to the working man whose indignant exclama- 
tion had given expression to the eternal discord which exists 
between Conservative principles or Conservative practice 
and the needs of the working classes. 


At ameeting held at the Eleusis Club, Chelsea, on Saturday, 
it was resolved to ask Lord Rosebery to become Chairman 
of a committee to provide a memorial to the late Mr. J. F. B. 
Firth, and that the memorial should take the form of a 
book fund, from the interest of which books shall be 
periodically bought and presented to any collection which 
the trustees shall select. 


Great floods are reported from Italy. The railway bridge 
between Rome and Civito Vecchia has been swept away. 
Intending visitors to the Riviera, especially ladies travelling 
alone, should wait until all danger of a disturbance in the 
passenger traffic on this railway is over. It is most incon- 
venient and even dangerous for delicate women to be pushed 
in and out of trains anyhow and anywhere, and obliged to 
walk in deep mud and pouring rain to join a train on the 
other side of the breakdown. 

Frau Irma Kum, the wife of Professor Klimm, 
of Buda Pesth, has committed suicide under very painful 
circumstances. When she separated four years ago from her 
husband their two children remained with her. Professor 
Kli:im claimed them the other day, the law gave them tc 
him, and Frau Klimm could not bear the parting. 
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ABOUT BOOKS. 
Queen Esruer is to be the subject of a new story by 
Mr. Rider Haggard. 
Miss MaTHILpvE Buinp’s translation of Marie Bashkirtseff’s 
journal will be published by Messrs. Cassell soon after 


ristmas. 

Mary W. SuHEttey is the subject of two new books. 
Her life and letters by Mrs. Julian Marshall has just been 
published by Bentley, and the next volume of the Eminent 
Women Series by Mrs. W. Rossetti is also a biography of 
Mary Shelley, containing, it is said, much new information. 

ApmrrErs of Ibsen will be glad to learn that it is 
rumoured we are to have a complete edition of his works in 
English, brought out under the joint supervision of Mr. W. 
Archer and Mr. Gosse. 

Lorp Tennyson and Mr. Robert Browning are shortly to 
give us new volumes of poems. 

Mr. W11.14m Brack, says an American paper, is making 
a study of Miss Mary Anderson for his next story. 

Tue late Amy Levy occupies a large space in the Woman’s 
World for November. She has two short poems of melan- 
choly interest since they both deal with death, a short story 
containing, like her “‘ Reuben Sachs,” sharply written but 
somewhat flippant descriptions of persons to be met in most 
London drawing-rooms ; and her friend, Miss Clementina 
Black, contributes a sympathetic notice of Miss Levy’s all 
too short career. Her poem, “ Xantippe,” written in 1877, 
is mentioned, and remains in the opinion of many the best 
thing she ever wrote. The same number contains a nicely 
written paper on Browning’s heroines by Mrs. Alexander 
Treland. 

Joun STRANGE WINTER'S new story “ Buttons,” and Walter 
Besant’s “‘ The Doubts of Dives” (Arrowsmith’s Christmas 
Annual) may be recommended for light reading. 

THE Queen of Roumania (Carmen Sylva) has written a 
book of poems for music entitled “Songs of the Sea.” 

Lapy Linpsay has made a collection of poems, ancient 
and modern, about robins ; it is published by Routledge. 

“ Louisa May Axcotr: Her Life, Letters, and Jour- 
nals.” Edited by Ednah C. Cheney. The biography of the 
American woman known to us as the authoress of the ever 
popular “ Little Women ” and “ Good Wives” might almost 
be recommended asa cure for pessimism. We learn in 
these pages how she cheerfully devoted all her power—in- 
tellectual, lige and material—to promoting the happi- 
ness of others. Her father could earn nothing or very 
little, “ doing as well as a philosopher can in a money- 
loving world,” and the family mainly depended for support 
on the daughter’s exertions. Her childhood was spent at a 
house in Concord. In summer they lived on fruit and 
bread and milk. No sort of work came amiss to her. She 
was by turns governess, schoolmistress, servant, seamstress. 
She entered on her career of authorship at the age of 
twenty-two. Notwithstanding her many difficulties she 
rarely complains, and when she does it is no worse 
than this :—“If I think of my woes I fall 
into a vortex of debts, dish pans, and despondency, 
awful to see. Sol say every path has its puddle, and try 
to play gaily with the tadpoles in my puddle while I wait 
for the Lord to give me a lift or some gallant Raleigh to 
spread his velvet coat and fetch me over dry-shod.” When 
a friend invites her to come and stay for a while in the 
mountains she says, “ Very aggravating to a young woman 
with one dollar, no bonnet, half a gown, and a discontented 
mind. It’s a mercy the mountains are everlasting, for it 
will be a century before I get there.” However, success 
did come to her after a time, and she earned plenty of money 
by her writings. She gave the greater part of it to her 
family, but she was also able to keep others :—‘“TI like to 
help the class of the silent poor, to whom we belonged for 
so many years—needy but respectable, and forgotten be- 
cause too proud to beg. Work is difficult to find for such 
people, and life made very hard for want of a little money 
to ease the necessary needs.” Emerson was a great friend 
of the Alcott family, and Louisa loved and revered him 
greatly. She was very modest about her own work. Of 
“ Little Women ” she declared : “ We really lived most of it, 
and if it succeeds that will be the reason of it.” She might 
have made an advantageous marriage; she had many offers 
but was not inclined to matrimony. Her American pub- 
lisher estimates that he has sold a million volumes of her 
works and that she realised from them £40,000. By the 
age of forty she had attained her wish of making the family 
independent. The story of her life is well worth reading. 

E. L. 
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THE PRESERVATION OF MOTHERS. 
By Hyaeta. 


Grant ALLEN, in his article “ Plain Words on the Woman 
Question” in the October Fortnightly, contends that those 
who claim for women an independence equal to that of men 
in the social contract desire what will unfit women for the 
office for which they are formed by nature—to become 
mothers. Now as our present social condition is the out- 
come of the supremacy of man, it follows that; woman is 
what man’s laws and customs have made her. The rearing of 
children belongs to the mother without question, and the 
test of the principle that government belongs solely to man 
is the manner in which woman has been educated to fulfil 
this all-important function.The teaching of science to women, 
is maintained by those who adopt Grant Allen’s views to be 


. injurious to woman’s nature. This is proved by the long oppo- 


sition of the medical profession to the admission of women 
on the ground of unfitness of sex, to the schools of medicine. 
Science, however, has taught man how to rear animals. 
Women without science have been left to rear man’s offspri 
The result of such a system is summarised by Mrs. Jessie 
Waller (neé Huxley) in an article, entitled “ Mental and 
Physical Training of Children,” in the October Nineteenth 
Century thus :—“ It is really surprising to see the amount 
of trouble and pains bestowed on the proper housing and 
feeding of horses and dogs and other domestic animals, while 
at the same time comparatively little attention is paid to those 
matters with regard tothe rearing of children ; model stables 
and model kennels abound where the model nursery is almost 
wholly unknown. Warming, ventilation, and aspect are all 
subjects which are thoroughly considered in the stable, 
while as regards the nursery they are generally left for chance 
to decide—though the health of a child is surely more im- 
portant than that of a horse ora dog.” And further she 
says : “ We haveall stayed in country houses where the host 
has taken us over his beautiful stables fitted with every con- 
venience, and have heard his anxious inquiries as to the 
health of his favourites, or we have been driven to the model 
cow sheds or kennels, but which of us has been taken over 
the model nursery? The men cannot be troubled with 
babies (though they have no objection to puppies or calves) : 
they leave all that to women.” Now, we would ask, 
do men ever demand that the women whom they 
select for their wives should the knowledge 
—how to rear children? While they are very careful 
that the men they appoint to manage their stables and 
kennels shall possess the requisite scientific and practical 
knowledge—how to rear horses, dogs, and other animals. 
Again Mrs. Waller remarks : “ Ourlords and masters arrange 
the diet of dogs and herses with great care,” but whoever 
heard of men considering the feeding of children of any im- 
portance? Well may Mrs. Waller say that our lords and 
masters leave all this to the wntaught women. This want 
of scientific knowledge on the part of the mother—so valuable 
when applied to animals—results in the perpetuation of 
half the physical ills children are subject to, and must as a 
consequence tend to the deterioration of the race. Our 
present system of the “subjection of women,” as J. 8. Mil) 
puts it, will not stand this test—the making of mothers. 
The advocates of women’s rights can claim Grant Allen’s 
support on the very grounds of his objection that by giving 
to women every opportunity of developing her faculties now 
withheld from her, she will be the better fitted for the all 
important duties of motherhood. 


MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 
To tue Eprror oF “THE Women’s GAZETTE.” 


Dear Madam,—The result of our assistance (rendered for 
the first time) in the Municipal Elections of November Ist has 
been a victory in one Ward, and a great reduction of the 
adverse majority in another. The women-voters, canvassed 
and brought to the poll by us, polled heavily, and we have 
been thanked by the Liberal candidates for the valuable help 
afforded. I rejoice that our first move into active politics 
has been cheered by victory and hope that, as time goes on, 
we may be able to do still greater service. In Wards con- 
taining so many women-voters (about 500 in each) a 
Women’s Liberal Association finds a wide field open. 

I am, yours truly,s 
Mary W. Bigos, 
Co. Hon. Sec. Liverpool W.L.A. 

November 2nd, 
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THE ROMANCE OF A PAWNBROKER'S WARE- 


HOUSE. 
(By Louisa Samson). 


THE poet or the artist in search of a subject for pathetic 

m or picture would, perhaps, hardly choose to penetrate 
into so apparently unromantic and unpoetical a spot as a 
pawnbroker’s warehouse. 

Curious and interesting types of humanity, indeed, one 
might discover within the precincts of the pawnbroker’s 
lending office, and the characters to be found in such places 
have again and again been introduced into novels and 
painted upon canvas. But the curiosity of the observer 
seldom extends further than the “ private boxes,” where 
diffident “ customers” negociate with the establishment. 

If, indeed, one’s curiosity is excited beyond this, it is not 

often it is gratified, for the pawnbroker is naturally shy 
of inviting strangers up the winding staircase which leads 
to the big room above, in case it might reveal secrets which, 
as an honourable man, he is bound in the interests of his 
clients not to divulge. 
_ When upon a round of investigation for the purposes of 
this article, I was, therefore, peculiarly privileged in being 
accorded a peep behind the scenes by the proprietor of a 
house of the “three golden balls” in the East End. 

After a toilsome journey up a steep and narrow flight of 
stairs, I found myself in a lofty room extending over the 
whole length and width of the house, which was a large 
corner one commanding a magnificent view, upon one side, 
of a number of gin palaces—the pawnbroker’s best friends— 
and upon the other a busy street lined with shops and 
crowded with passengers. __ 

As we turned to the right my guide pointed out a 
number of sewing machines, which were stacked together in 
the middle of the floor. ‘“ Ah,” said he, shaking his head, 
‘* one’s heart has to get pretty hard in our kind of business, 
but when a poor pale-faced, half-starved woman comes here 
with one of them things, it doesn’t take much cleverness to 
read her history. There was one here last week with that 
machine nearest to you, looking what you might very well 
call the picture of death. I'll be bound she hadn’t had a 
regular meal for weeks, and the child with her was wasted 
to skin and bone. ‘ Mother,’ he cried out in a sharp, thin 
voice, ‘ you ain’t a goin’ to give the machine away, are you ? 
We can't get no supper without that!’ She seemed 
frightened and hurried, and as I’d never seen her before, I 
could pretty well tell that this was her first visit to such a 
place as mine.” 

“Has she been here since?” I asked. ‘No, nor I don’t 
expect her to turn up again just yet at any rate. When 
they had spent the money she got on the machine most 
likely she and the children—for there’s generally a large 
family in these cases—went into the workhouse. At the 
best, workwomen of that class don’t earn, on an average, 
more than 10s. or 12s. a week, and in this case the woman 
appeared to have lost her employment from ill-health.” 
‘But surely the husband would earn something,” I 
remarked. ‘“ Ah, that I can’t say. Likely as not, he’s run 
off and left the lot of them, or, maybe, he’s a drunken brute 
living upon what his wife works for or his children pick up. 
There’s plenty of such cases. Not but what some of the 
women are as bad as the men, You don’t meet with many 
‘Blue Ribbonites’ among my customers I can tell you. 
And after all, when you come to think about it a bit, you 
can’t blame the folk so much. It’s more the conditions they 
live in that are at fault.” “TI see you're a bit of a philoso- 
pher,” I said ; “‘ you don’t believe in shutting up the public 
houses until the reformers can find something better to take 
their places?” ‘ That’sabout it. The coffee rooms are pretty 
much failuresas far asI can see. They've got no comforts about 
them, and the beastly mixture some of them sell for coffee 
isn’t worth the name. In many of them they don’t allow 
smoking, and as a rule it’s no cheaper for a man to be a 
teetotaller, for the teetotal drinks cost him more than beer, 
and they’re nothing like so comforting to an empty stomach. 
A pint of beer toa man who has had to go without his 
breakfast is worth more to him than twice that quantity of 
ginger-pop or lemonade.” 

“T got that lot ‘on tick,’” he resumed, smiling, and 
pointing to a large cupboard which stood open, and upon the 
shelves of which were piled some dozens of household 
clocks of every description. ‘ You don’t need toasksome of 


my customers ‘ What's the time of day” when you see them 
lugging in the family timepiece of a Monday morning 
which has got to do duty for part of the weekly rent. A 
good many of these ‘tickers’ are ‘old familiar faces’ too— 
they come regularly enough whenever a special call is made 
upon the family resources, which occurs pretty often.” 
Upon the shelves of another cupboard were ranged the 
ornaments of the “best parlours” which had had to be 
ruthlessly taken from the mantel-pieces and sideboards to 
furnish food for hungry mouths. Of very low marketable 
value were some of them, and, to an artistic eye, in execrable 
taste—witness the flaring red and blue wool flowers under 
glass cases, or the huge spotted china dogs and painted 
vases, which had, nevertheless, possessed a charm for the 
owners, and left a blank in many a heart when stern want 
had necessitated their abrupt departure “ up the spout.” 
Far more pathetic than these, however, was the sight of 
hundreds upon hundreds of little bundles, reposing each in 
its separate pigeon-hole, from floor to ceiling, all around the 
warehouse, and in corresponding partitions within the 
wooden frames whicn were erected across the centre of the 


room. 

Each bundle was tied up and ticketed with its special 
number, and each, in its way, was suggestive of a poverty 
stricken home, the cruel pangs of hunger and of oli: 

Within this bundle are a baby’s little flannel shirt and 
socks, the wee tender form perhaps deprived of its garments 
and condemned to shiver in the vestige of a ragged shawl, 
that the wherewithal may be procured to replenish the 
empty cupboard, or to fill up the black bottle which is the 
only comfort known or appreciated by its parents. 

Here, again, wrapped within a coloured handkerchief, is 
a well patched pair of boots and the Sunday coat of Jack or 
Tom, awaiting their redemption on Saturday night, and in 
the meantime comforting the hearts of mother and son in 
the shape of a stew for a couple of dinners. Higher up one 
catches a glimpse of a warm under jersey peeping from out 
its covering, too suggestively realistic of the man who finds 
it imperative to brave the snow or the rain without it, in 
order to supply the more pressing demands of hunger. 

The one thin blanket, the worn faded merino dress, the 
mother’s checked flannel shawl or the father’s Sunday 
trousers—each has its separate history, some of them sad 
and tragic enough. 

And as I stood gazing upon that vast collection of 
mortgaged goods, which, roughly calculated, must have 
numbered more than 1,500 separate articles, and reflected 
that this establishment was but one among the thousands in 
the great city, the thought of its hunger and misery seemed 
insupportable—the exertions of its social reformers so 
apparently futile to stem the current of despair. 

That London is the wealthiest city in the whole world, 
that the hearts of thousands are overflowing with pity and 
compassion for thousands more who are hungering and home- 
less, and yet that death and disease and poverty and 
crime continue day by day in our midst is truly an appalling 
and piteous reflection. 

And those who seek to show the workers the way to free 
themselves from the bondage of slavery, to teach them that 
the only means of obtaining freedom and light is combination, 
resolute, sturdy and self-contained, are the true Saviours of 
the people. 

No amount of largesse or charity, well-intentioned as it 
may be, can accomplish the ennoblement of the masses; the 
salvation of the people can only be accomplished by those 
who practically as well as theoretically believe in the 
Brotherhood of man, who strive to better the conditions of 
the workers by working with as much as for them and who 
by education and the doctrine of energetic, robust, and’ 
continuous effort lead them upward towards the great goal 
of Freedom. 


“THE Resident Magistrate ; an Irish Novel of yesterday,” 
by an anonymous writer, has just been published by Messrs. 
Alexander and Shepheard at a shilling. It is a perfect 
photograph of Irish life in disturbed districts. No one 
interested in the agrarian struggle should fail to study this 
instructive and moving picture. It is admirably suited for 
reading aloud at cottage meetings or working parties. 

Tue Irish Members of Parliament have completed their 
political tour in Australia, which has yielded the sum of 
£20,000. They have proceeded to New Zealand. 
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RUSSIAN WOMEN. 
To THe Epitor oF “ THE Women’s GAzerTe.” 

—M. Leroy Beaulieu has lately published the third 
volume of his valuable work “L’Empire des Tsarset les 
Russes.” On page523,occurs the following passage which will 
be of interest to your readers, I think. Speaking of the great 
variety of sects in Russia, he says: The large num- 
ber of prophetesses and the important part women 

lay in the greater number of the sects is a 
fact worthy of remark ... . . . The domain 
of religion is almost the only onein which the wife 
of the peasant is the equal of her husband. Slave or ser- 
vant in all the others, she is free, often indeed is mistress, in 
the spiritual sphere. 
Aksinia disputes with her husband on a worldly matter, she 
is pretty sure to receive a smart reprimand ; but should she 
differ from him ona religious matter it is quite another 
hing ; it is nolo the man who leads but the woman ; it 
is Aksinia who decides and very likely rates her husband into 
the bargain.” From this fact some writers have drawn 
ae unexpected conclusions. Among a nation which looks 
own upon women as an inferior race of beings, would 
questions of dogma be left to women to decide if the men 
considered them matters of first-rate interest ? Among the 
peasants, religion is a household matter and as such is left to 
the management of the women. In this statement we may 
recognise a habit some Russians have of representing their 
countrymen as indifferent towards religion and, so to say, un- 
consciously sceptical. But such an idea is by no means 
borne out by the position of the babas in the schismatical 
bodies ; the influence of the Russian woman is felt wherever 
she has free scope, in religion among the peasants, in politics 
among the students. The same phenomenonis to be seen at 
the two extremities of the nation. 
I remain, yours truly, 
A. B. H. 


THE LATE MADAME ERARD. 
To THE Eprror or “THE Women’s GAzeETTE.” 

Dear Madam,—A few words in memory of the late 
Madame Erard cannot be out of place in any journal 
specially devoted to women. 

People have wildly exaggerated the amount of her 
fortune, forge:ting that she could not save whilst giving 
with both hands every day of the week. She gave too 
with wisdom as well as liberality, frequently to objects of 
great public utility. I may mention, amongst others, on the 
authority of Alphonse Duvernoy, that it was to Madame 
Erard’s generous help that the foundation of the Colonne 
Concerts was due, and in 1887 she replaced, at her own ex- 
pense, the whole of the worn-out apparatus of the Conser- 
vatoire, which the subvention yearly allotted by the State 
were insufficient to keep up; she also threw down a valuable 
house on the site of which the new concert hall of the Rue 
du Ma‘!—which is always let gratis to any applicant—was 
constructed at the cost of about £2,400. The list of such 
works as these, which have owed their existence to her 
intel''gent generosity and steady support, might be carried 
out almost indefinitely, and by her w-se testamentary dis- 

itions she has provided at all points for their continuance. 
Vet such a list would be far from exhausting the number of 
her good works, for all those who knew her, even slightly, 
recogni in her one of those who “ do good by stealth,” 
and who would conceal an act of generous hindness as others 
would conceal an #"l deed. 

I am, Dear Madam, Yours truly, 
Pyrford. Emus F. 8. DIvke. 


GWEEDORE. 
To THe Eprror or “ THE Women’s GAZETTE.” 

Dear Madam,—I have just been reading an account of the 
barbarous proceedings of Saturday, October 26th, in the 
neighbourhood of Gweedore, under the leadership of Mr. 
Olphert’s agent. The pictureof misery and desolation is in- 
expressibly sad, one that cannot fail to excite sympathy with 
theunhappy sufferers in the heart of every human person. 
Such proceedings can only be fitly characterized as fiendish, 
and I hope will call forth the indignation they merit. 

I would suggest the opening of a fund for the relief of 
these destitute people in yourcolumns. Coming opportunely 
in this season of severe trial such help would show that the 
English people do not sanction the cruelties of their present 

ers, Yours truly, 

Ciara SIMPSON. 


A. Petchersky says somewhere, “ If - 


IRISH INDUSTRIES. 
To THE Epiror or “ THe Women’s Gazerre.” 

Dear Madam,—Knowing the interest you take in Irelan 
her people, and their industries, I sak 900 to let me si 
before your readers a small thing I have been‘able to do in 
Father McFadden’s parish of Gweedore. When I was there in 
thespring I found that the knitting which they did for various 
business houses was most wretchedly paid. I doubt whether 
any London sweater ever equities it. It seemed that it 
would be a good thing to get them work from puivate 
people, so that the middleman might be avoided, and 
the people get a reasonable price for their work. I, 
therefore got my friends to risk orders—and the experi- 
ment has proved a success. The women knit beautifully, 
and the stockings and socks have given great satisfaction to 
those who have had them. I now want more orders from 
those who are interested in the cause, forthere are plenty 
of hands ready for work and the difficulty is to find wor! 
for them ; hence I would ask your readers to help me. I 
shall be pleased to give any further information which may 
be desired. I give as samples of the kind of work done three 
prices, stockings and socks, which I have had knitted for 
various friends. The prices are carriage paid to any part of 
the country :— 

I. Coarse strong socks, men’s, 11 inches 


log, 94 foot.......cceccceceeees ls. 2d. a pair. 
II. A fine very soft and paris, boos 
large men’s size, 14 inches leg by 

10} foot........... caseusecess 28 74d. & pair, 
III. The same wool as IT., ings for 
boys or girls, 19 inches leg by. 7? 

INGH sssasaavsvaecewnseees ... 3s 4d ao pair 


In all cases the wool is teed to wash and wear well 
and not to shrink. Other sizes and qualities in proporti 
Should any of your readers wish to order, and would tell me 
the kind of thing requiredand the size, I would send estimate 
and patterns of wool, di. 
In measuring, the leg is measured from the top of leg to 
the bottom of heel, and the foot from back of heal to tip of 
toe. 

I can get made all kinds of stocking in any s‘se and 
quality, plein or fancy. 

I em, Dear Madam, faithfully yours, 
Eien Coapman, LL.A. 
4, The J “nes, Elm Road, Winchester. 


BOYCOTTING. 
To tHe Eprror or “THE Women’s GAZETTE.” 


Madam,—I hope you will agree with me that the great 
cause of reform is strong enough to progress without the 
aid of half truths. I hope you believe as Ido that truth can 
stand by itself without the support of half told facts, and 
trusting, at anyrate, that you will allow free and fair expres- 
sion of opinion, I venture to write this. I just wish to say 
that I am tired of the reiteration of the awful boycotting 
of Primrose Dames, and the perfect silence about the fact of 
boycotting on the other side. Pray let us be logical, let us 
strive to expose and denounce this intolerance and - 
tion everywhere. I say without boasting that I am 
known to bea rather hard worker for a Women's 
Liberal Association. One of the Committee has just 
said that two years ago she canvassed for a canfi 
and she went to a certain shop to ask for a vote, and she 
il boasted to me that because the man did not promise 

er one she had not spent another penny there since. She 
looked at me for approval. I, as quietly as my indignation 
would allow, told her I thought he had a right to please 
himself as to whom he votedfor. The man is not fi i 
there now. I do not know how much the so-called Li 
lady canvasser injured him. Other cases I could quote, and 
I hope you wi!l be independent and liberal aaiighi to pub- 
lish this. Yours truly, 
Farr TREATMENT, 
Ae entirely agree with our correspondent, and have never 
upheld electioneering of this kind by Liberals or Tories, 
ere is, however, no doubt that one side practises it far 
less than the other.—Ed. W. G.] 


Mr.. Wanvy, Q.C., writing to the Datly Newe last 


Saturday,proves that Mr. Goschen’s figures relating to recent 
bye-elections are entirely wrong. 
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Tue verdicts at Maryboro’ carry no moral weight, 
but they impose untold suffering on many innocent 
people. But though there is suffering, there is no 
shame. The shame lies elsewhere. Instead of reading 
Father McFadden that insolent homily on good 
behaviour, Judge Gibson should have offered him an 
humble apology for the seven months’ imprisonment 
in Derry Gaol on a charge of murder, which tho 
Government not only could not sustain, but which 
they were obliged to water down to the trivial, 
technical offence of obstructing the police. It is an 
open secret that Father McFadden only yielded to the 
compromise which has aroused the indignation of the 
whole of Donegal, after heavy pressure from the 
Attorney-General, who threatened that if the daunt- 
less priest would not share in the compromise, the 
whole weight of the Crown would be thrown against 
the poor peasants in the dock, and that the verdict of 
rmourder should be fought for to the bitter end. But 
for this pressure Father McFadden would have stoud 
aloof and let the prosecution do their worst to him. 
But his tender heart forbade him to sacrifice his 


people. 


Micwaez Davirt’s speech is the last item of interest 
likely to turn up in the Commission Court. It was a 
noble and complete defence of the character and the 
policy of those great Irishmen who were labelled 
“rebels” up to four years ago, and it was a masterly 
exposition of the circumstances which made them 
“rebels.” ‘ Agitators;” he said, “are doubtless a 


wicked class of public disturbers, without whom—in 
the opinion of our accusers—these islands would be 
peaceful landlord paradises, where rent->aying would 


be a moral virtue and a public pleasure, with a 
happy people who would be additionally blessed with 
but one daily paper, which would have Mr. McDonald 
as manager.” Mr. Davitt’s rapier thrusts made the 
Times wince and the judges smile. We hope the 
speech will be published in pamphlet form. It is full 
of the most valuable matter. On the cover should 
stand facsimiles of the two tickets-of-leave which hang 
framed in Mr. Davitt’s drawing-room at Ballybrack. 
This is the man whom even Liberal Governments 
thought safe only in gaol. Nine years of it did not 
dim his powers or sour his generous spirit. 


THERE is much vague talk about Co-operation, but 
few people understand what mighty developments it 
has made. The haif-yearly report of the Bradfurd 
Provident Industrial Society shows what strides have 
been made in this one Society alone since its foundation 
in 1860. It owns twenty-seven stores in different 
districts of Bradford, it has close on £45,000 in 
investments (largely in manufacturing Co-operative 
Societies), and during the last six months has made a 
profit of nearly £18,000, justifying the Directors in 
recommending the distribution of a bonus of 2s. 8d. 
on each pound spent by their customers. The members 
are almostentirely drawn from the weekly wage-earners, 
and the Directors are exclusively so. ‘lhe modest sum 
of £49 17s. 4d. is all that is awarded to the Directors 
for their successful six months’ trading, and the entire 
management expenses, including office wages, store- 
keepers’, carters’, tailors’, butchers’, architects’ wages, 
&c., only sum up to £3,640. The Directors’ fees are 
too low. Their work is incessant and responsible, and 
£6 6s. each (there are eight of them) is ridiculously 
insufficient as a remuneration for such heavy work 
outside their regular hours. Their real reward must 
be in feeling that they have been chosen as the men 
best fitted for carrying to a successful issue enterprises 
which closely and largely affect the pocket and the 
home-comforts of every member. No wonder bonus- 
day is looked forward to with eagerness in those 
thrifty, happy homes. 


Tux success of Co-operative Distribution depends 
largely upon women ; indeed, they may be said to be 
essential to it. It is useless for tre husband to take a 
share in a Society unless the wife is willing to undergo 
the momentary difficulties and temporary self-denials 
which sometimes arise from cash-payments. It is so 
fatally easy in an emergency to run to the shop round 
the corner and say the money shall follow next week. 
But the ready-money system is the on'y healthy one 
for either seller or buyer, and the woman who is 
staunch to the “ Co-op.,” as its members affectionately 
call it in the North of England, finds her main difficui- 
ties over at the end of the first six months. On bonus 
day she receives the little nest-egg which has grown 
so steadily out of her weekly purchases, and has a 
comfortable sum in hand for extras and accidents. 
When women fully understand what co-operation could 
do if applied to the domestic details of every-day life, 
its operations will be enormously extended. ‘The 
fatigues and waste consequent on every small household 
doing its own washing, baking, mending, and cooking 
would be abolished, and these necessary duties would be 
done much cheaper. But plums do not ripen fast m 
England. 


Miss Bituineton writes in the Women’s World on 
‘ Journalism as a profession for women.” Her ex- 
periences are evidently ouly those of a casual con- 
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tributor, and though casual contributors are useful in 
their way, there can be no dvubt that if women are to 
make their living satisfactorily out of journalism it 
must be from within the newspaper offices. In America, 
where conventionality and social prejudice count for 
so much less than they do here, there are many women 
on the regular staff of newspapers, but prejudice and 
conventionality will be cast to the winds in England, 
too, directly women prove their fitness for the work. 
Miss Billington is quite right in one point—when she 
says that “influence” is of no use in journalism. 
There is no republic more complete than the world of 
letters. The men or women who can do the thing 
they profess to do are certain of employment, for the 
competition for trained writers and sub-editors is keen, 
and the supply limited. The mischief in many worthy 
women aspirants is that they are imperfectly equipped 
for the task. Every woman who can write a letter 
thinks she can write a paragraph, if not an article, but 
ten to one her grammar is unsound and her facts in- 
complete. Journalism needs as full a technical train- 
ing as any other business or profession. When 
women realize that, they will find that a new world is 
open to them. 


“ PHantom Victorizs,” are they, Mr.Goschen? Well, 
the larger thearmy of such ghos‘s as Peterboro’,Dundee, 
Elgin, and North Bucks, the better! Ghostly or not, 
they will hammer Mr. Goschen and his colleagues out 
of office, and solid flesh and blood could do no more. 
Mr. T. W. Russell has been consoling himself in a 
similar spirit with some singular arithmetic in the pages 
of Time. Having finished his sums, he announces 
that he is not “ within miles of despair.” Neither are 
we. We find just now that sums in political arithmetic 
are a cheerful and amusing task. 


Ir is easy to overrate the importance of Municipal 
elections, even when they are fought upon party-lines, 
but none the less it is encouraging to notice that 
Liberals won heavily on Nov. 1, and that their victories 
were considerably increased by women’s work and 
women’s votes. 


Tue new School Board of York has been guilty of a 
piece of sharp practice which seems to vulgar eyes 
altogether unworthy of the “sweetness and light” 
which might be expected from that home of patrician 
and ecclesiastical privileges. York is so cumbered up 
with endowments that it has grown into a spoiled child, 
and highly objects to paying for anything on its own 
account. Hence arose a long persistent resistance to 
the formation of a School Board at all. But in 
February last the newand compulsorily appointed Board 
received a final notice from the Education Depart- 
ment ordering them to supply a deficiency of 1,000 
school places. The Board entered upon a long dis- 
cussion about sites and contracts which has just been 
made futile by the acceptance by the Board of an 
offer from the Church Extension Association to supply 
600 of the vacant places. So flagrant a disregard of 
its own duty and responsibility on the part of the Board 
will surely not pass unchecked either by the Depart- 
ment or the people of York. Apart from the fact that 
it is a very clever bid for the increase of a sectarian 
influence which is already preponderating in the old 
city, the citizens must remember that, except in rare 
instances, denominational schools are inferior to Board 
Schools, both as regards education and equipment. 


At the Art Congress, which has been sitting at 
Edinburgh, Mr. Horsley, R.A., has been distinguishing 
himself and amusing others, according to his wont. 
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Everyone knows with what horror Mr. H regard 
the efforts of those women students plored nae 
tious enough to wish to pursue their studies with some 
degree of seriousness. But it seems from these later 
utterances of his that it is not only the study of nide 
models that shocks Mr. Horsley’s sensibilities, but the 
audacity of women attempting to paint pictures at all. 
Were they to limit themselves to innocent antimacassars 
they would have no need to imperil their souls by 
studying from the nude. Quite true! ~ 


WE regret to hear that one of the kindest and most 
active friends of Ireland, Winifred Lady Robinson, is 
suffering from acute bronchitis and is unable to leave 
her room. The constant letters she receives asking 
her to help in the cause she loves so well are a source 
of pain to her, as she is obliged to refuse all work for 
the present. 


THE WOMAN OF TO-DAY. 


With Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
She’s acquainted more or less ; 
And she’s obviously pat in 
All the modern languages. 


She has read her Herbert Spencer, 
Her Kant and Schopenhauer, 
And in logic she’s a fencer 
Of unquestionable power. 


She is full of keen suggestion, 

Be the subject what it may ; 
And on every social question, 

She has something apt to say. 
You may see her quick eye kindle 

With a bright and vivid flame 
At the mention of a Tyndall 

Or a Huxley’s potent name. 
Scraps of learning she will dish u 

With a skill that makes them live, 
She will argue with a Bishop, 

Say on Church Prerogative ; © 


With her own sex she wi!l chatter, 
In the proper time and place, 
On some trivial household matter, 
With quaint and lively grace. 
She instructs the untrained servant, 
To perform his task with ease ; 
And if called on will wax fervent, 
Over infantile disease. 
She can cook and wash and mangle, 
(Though perhaps she'd rather not), 
Play tennis, ride, and angle, 
And is quite a champion shot. 
From the public platform you will 
Find her talking fact or myth, 
With the vigour of a Whewell, 
Or the wit of Sydney Smith. 


*Mongst mere minnows she’s a Triton 
Who will always have her way ; 
She’s an Admirable Crichton 
Is the Woman of To-day. 


—St. James's Gazette. 


Women’s Trades’ Unions Provident League, Founded 15 
years ago by the late Mrs. Paterson, has for its object the 
organization of Unions among working-women in their 
several trades, for the protection of their interests and 
for their maintenance in times of sickness and out-of-work. 

There are already about 7,450 members in these Unions. 
which when once started are self-supporting. 

The expenses of organizing the Unions are, however, con- 
siderable, and the League greatly desires aid in extending 
them throughout the Kingdom. 

FLorENcE Routepaz, Hon. See. 
Emiuia A. Hotyoake, Assist. Sec, 
May E. Asranam, Hon. Treas, 
Oifices of the League :— 
Industrial Hall, Clark’s Buildings ; 


Broad Street, Bloomsbury, London. [Avvr.] 
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FROM THE CONSTITUENCIES. 

Tue Liberal Majority of gains in the recent irtvanae em elections 
is75. Very few people own the advisability of mixing up 
gaa of Losing eae and of local politics, but just as 

ew constituencies keep the two kinds of questions entirely 
separate. The Unionists, in their own especial organs, are 
manfully endeavouring to hide the cold sinking of their 
hearts by hot assertions of the utter insignificance of bye- 
elections, and above all of Municipal elections, asa test of 
the tendency of public opinion. But they protest too much, 
and we draw our own conclusions. 

Mr. Austen CHAMBERLAIN’s defeat in St. Thomas’ Ward 
has sent up an almost unkind amount of jubilation in 
Liberal os No one wishes ill tothat young man, who 
owes his bad luck to the fact of his being the son of his 
father more than to any othercause. Let us hope that he 
will receive consolation from the admiring throng of ladies, 
who, the newspapers tell us, formed an interesting feature of 
his meetings. 

Tuts last week will be known in‘ Birmingham as the week 

of the Great Rebellion. The old quarrel has broken out 
again with more bitterness than ever. It is saidto be over 
a treaty called the “ National Compact,” but most people 
think that is rather a big name for what even the St. 
James's Gazette thinks to be “a family squabble” of “local 
interest.” The “ National Compact ” aims at maintaining the 
supremacy of the Highbury Vatican and the Empire, the 
former, for national reasons, coming first. But Birmingham 
Conservatives, who have notions of their own about pre- 
serving the Empire, from time to time give inconvenient ex- 
pression to them. They donot think that Mr. John Albert 
Bright’sinflexible opinions about the Union quite make up for 
his want of restraint on other matters. r. Chamberlain 
threatens them with the defection of the “ National party ” 
as a punishment for disloyalty to his nominee, but the Con- 
servatives shew an unimaginative indifference to the terrors 
of his threat. 

BatrerskEA Liberals are slow at making up their minds to 
the inevitable. Seeing that the inevitable issomething so 
_ good as Mr. John Burns, they seem to be unnecessarily pru- 

dent. Itis to be hoped thatthe Liberal Association will 
soon follow the example of the local Reform Club, which has 
decided that Mr. Burns 1. a fitand proper person to repre- 
sent Battersea in the House of Commons. On Monday 
night a largeand enthusiastic meeting in support of the 
candidature of Mr. Burns was held at Landseer 
Street, Battersea, the chair being occupied by Mr. 
Morrison Davis.—Mr. Burns, who was enthusiastically 
received, referring to the fact that Mr. Lawson Walton had 
resigned the candidature in his favour, and said that he would 
take that opportunity of saying that Mr. Walton’s letter 
announcing his resignation was a manly, gentlemanly 
epistle. Mr. Burns expressed himself as in favour of 
the disestablishment of the English Church, the establish- 
ment of free meals for the children attending Board Schools, 
the eight hours’ system, the abolition of the House of Lords, 
and adult suffrage, which he observed he did not believe was 
so far off as some appeared tothink. Replying to an obser- 
vation that he was a professional politician, he said that be 
believed in the payment of Members, and added that the 
people of Battersea by paying him for his work held the 
whip over him and had the power of dismissing him if it 
was found that he did not carry out their wishes to their 
satisfaction. Announcing himself in favour of Home Rule 
because the majority of the Irish people demanded it, he said 
it was the duty of the Government to give the Irish people 
what they ask for. The justice of the English people tothe 
Irish was similar to the justice of the wolf towards the lamb. 

Mr. Jonn Morey has been heckled at Newcastle by a 
deputation from the Labour Electoral Organisation. Mr. 

Morley came out of it very creditably, giving straight 
answers to straight questions, and very rightly refusing 
point blank to answer questions which were not straight. 
Here is h*s confession of faith on questions with which the 
Labour Electoral Organisation may be supposed to have any- 
thing to do. He is for adult suffrage, the abolition of 
plural votes, triennial parliaments, the payment of members. 
He is against the nationalization of the land and railways; 
against an eight hours bi'! ; against the abolition of the 
monarchy. He said he was prepared to give the Lords a 
chance of mending before their final extinction, and he ob- 
jected entirely to being catechized on his views as to Home 
Rule. If Mr. Morley’s general views on Home Rule are 


not known by this time, that is not his fault, and for any 
p rticular detailed scheme which he may favour he will be 
responsible not to the Labour Electoral Association, but to the 
nation at the general election. 

A PUBLIC MEETING was held on Tuesday evening at the 
West Southwark Liberal and Radical Club, Charlotte- 
street, Blackfriars-road, Mr. R. K. Causton, M.P., in the 
chair. Professor Stuart, M.P., spoke on the London pro- 
gramme. 

Tue London programme, or as it is sometimes called the 
Star programme, is receiving some long overdue attention. 
Mr. Sydney Hallifex makes an appeal in the columns of the 
Star for a programme for Manchester on the same lines, 
urging the absurdity of expecting the factory operatives of 
Lancashire to be turned into active Liberals merely by a 
reiteration of the wrongs of Ireland while their own 
wongs are ignored, or only feebly recogr‘sed, by official 
Liberals. 

Miss JANE Cospen, L.C.C., fresh from the Maryborough 
trials, was present on Monday evening at a meeting in the 
Bromley Vestry Hall to hear Mr. Murray Macdonald, the 
Liberal candidate, on the relations between land and labour. 
She severely criticised the sentences passed on the Gweedore 
peasants, and a resolution was carried expressing sympathy 
with those of Father McFadden’s flock who are now in 
prison. Vox Poputt.. 


PAPER BY MRS. LINDLEY. 

PRESIDENT OF STALYBRIDGE W. L. A. 
Read at Mossley, in the Colne Valley Division. 
WE have been favoured with the opportunity of reading an 
interesting address delivered a short time ago by Mrs. 
Lindley to a mixed audience of men and women, amongst 
whom were several energetic Liberals anxious to form a 
W.L. A. in their own district. After pointing out that 
Liberals nearly always are the party to carry out great 
reforms or in any case to propose and promote them, the 
lecturer answers the important question, “ Why women 
should work for an early settlement of the Irish question ?” 
Part of the lecture deals with social evils such as intemper- 
ance, sweating, pensions, insanitary dwellings for the poor, 
primogeniture, land monopoly and indirect taxation on 
necessaries, and Mrs. Lindley points out that “Ireland 
blocks the way” to all reform. We do not know if Mrs. 
Lindley would allow her address to be read elsewhere, but 
we think it would be very helpful to some young Associa- 
tions who are in great want of speakers at their Ward 
meetings. 


WOMEN IN AMERICA. 

An abstract of the fourth report of the Commissioner of 
Labour for the United States appears in the Zumes, October 
29th. It deals exclusively with the life and labours of 
working women in large cities. The report is most interesi- 
ing, and deserves to be studied by all who are busying 
themselves about the welfare and condition of working 
women in this country. The following passage is worth 
quoting :—“ Boston, like New York, is too crowded. The 
girls are packed in ill-kept lodging houses, where they live 
a by no means desirable life. But Bcston has other attrac- 
tions. It is, as all know, the city of libraries and culture. 
Those things have their influence on the girls, and one of 
them, a neck-tie maker, contributes excellent verses to a first- 
rate magazine.” 

This goes to prove that education and culture can and do 
refine and elevate the natures of those who are commonly 
supposed to be incapable of assimilating such influences 
because of the necessity they are under of gaining their 
living by the work of their hands, and have, therefore, to 
live amid unfavourable surroundings. Such evidence should 
encourage all who are labouring to bring the influence of 
the highest education and culture to bear upon the daily 
life of our working classes to continue their efforts in that 
direction. ; 


A TRADE union of unbeneficed clergy has been started by 
a Liverpool curate. The points of their charter are :— 
(1) To make the sale of next presentations illegal. (2) To 
prohibit the appointment to a living of any one who has 
been less than five years in priest’s orders. (3) To redress 


all other grievances connected with the present system of 
patronage. It is intended to promote a Bill embodying 
these objects. 
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THE TORY CREED. 


To THE Epitor or “THE Women’s GazeT1£.” 

Madam,—lI was much interested in the “Tory Creed,” pub- 
lished in the Women’s Gazette of last week, and struck w.th 
its similarity to the belief of Conservatives of the present 
day. It would be interesting to see the newspaper from 
which it was taken, for many of the points mentioned seem 
to refer to a much later date than that given. Was the 
repeal of the Corn Laws a burning question as early as 
1763? Were Liberals then agitating for negro emancipation ? 


The “ Reforms” so much talked of would point to a period 
half a century later. Can the date be verified ? 
Yours truly, 
E. 8. LEADER. 


Sheffield, October 26th. 

[We hear from the lady who sent us the extract :— 

“The Tory’s Creed was sent me by a friend, who copied it 
out a few years ago from a printed cutting as stated, which 
had been carefully preserved in an old common prayer book. 
She has now, unfortunately, no means of verifying the 
date which she wrote down at the time as 1763. A great 
historical authority says that 1793 must, however, have 
been the correct date, as all the lines would then suit.” 

Miss Arabella Shore and other students of history have 
written us on the subject, and we regret we have not spaca 
for all the letters.—Ed. W.G.] 


PUBLIC SPEAKING. 
To tHe Eprror or “THe Women’s GAZETTE.” 


Dear Madam,—I am very glad to see your strong appeal 
for fresh women-speakers, and your excellent advice on the 
management of the voice. May I add two or three hits 
which were given me by a very competent adviser? The 
chin should be slightly raised so as to throw the voice well 
forward. A bent head looks artistic, I daresay, but an 
audience wants something to listen to, not to look at. It 
follows that, if a reading-desk is used, it should be a high 
one. The consonants should be well looked after, especially 
the final ones. Nearly every young speaker, as you say, 
mouths the vowel sounds; this is bad enough, but to obliterate 
or bruise the consonants is quite as fatal to clear articulation. 
The voice should not be pitched too high, it is richest in the 
lower notes. It is capital practice to stand at the head of a 
stairway and make some one hear who is below, or to read 
from one room across a passage to a person in another room. 
But I admit that it is not always easy to find a person 
willing to martyrise herself to such an extent. However, in 
one way or another, the number of women-speakers must 
be increased, or there will be none left. 

Yours, &c., 
A LEARNER. 


OXFORD MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 


In the recent Municipal contests, Oxford Liberalism has 
scored a great and an unexpected victory. The old borough 
régime with its cumbrous fourfold authority (Corporation, 
Local Board, Police Committee, and Market Committee, all 
independent of one another) has been swept way ; and, by 
an enlargement of its boundaries, Oxford has become a 
County Borough. The election, which took place last 
Friday, was therefore one of no ordinary interest ; for it 
was the birth of the new local authority which should wield 
all the powers (and in the future, it is hoped, more than all 
the powers) of the old authorities. The result of the con- 
test has been a Liberal success beyond the hopes of the 
most sanguine Liberals. Out of a total of 36 seats the 
Liberals have won 22. For weeks past some Liberals here 
have been prophesying almost the wreck of their party. 
‘We may save perhaps a corporal’s guard,” said one of the 
best known local Liberals; and lo! the “corporal’s guard” 
has become a Liberal majority of eight. A fairy godmother 
has been at work, and very diligently too, to aid in bringing 
about this wonderful transformation. That the Oxford 
Women’s Liberal Association has helped most efficiently 
to bring this contest to a successful issue is on all hands 
admitted to be a fact. 


Mr. W. R. Brown, of Trowbridge, has been adopted as 
the Gladstonian candidate for Salisbury. 


IRELAND. 


Tue Chief Secretary for Ireland has addressed the follow- 
ing important letter to the Rev. Dr. Booth, Secretary of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland :—* Chief 
Secretary’s Office, Dublin Castle, 25th October, 1889.—Dear 
Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th inst., enclosing copy of a resolution passed on the 
same date at the Autumn Assembly of the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland, held in Birmingham, on the 
subject of Roman Catholic Higher Education in Ireland. 
The question is, I think, at present hardly ripe for dis- 
cussion, but the views embodied in the resolution shall re- 
ceive careful consideration.—Yours faithfully, Agruur | 
James BALFour.” 

Nov. Isr being the anniversary of the death of the young 
man Patrick Ahern, of Midleton, County Cork, who was 
killed by a bayonet thrust cf the police, the constabulary 
were all day on the alert to prevent any demonstration. 
Proclamations had been throughout Midleton declaring 
any assembly for the purpose of sympathising with Ahern 
‘egal. While two men were carrying a coffin through the 
main street towards the workhouse hospital, where a co: 
lay, the police made a raid on it, taking it for granted t 
the coffin was intended for the purpose of a mock funeral in 
memory of Ahern. After a prolonged scrutiny, the police 
permitted the thing to pass. The Killeagh Band approaching 
the towa playing were roughly attacked by the police and 
beaten back without any warning, the constabulary using 
their batons freely. 

Dr. Kenny, M.P., treasurer of the National League, 
and Mr. Harrington, M.P., hon. secretary, have received 
£8,000 from the Rev. Charles O'Reilly, D.D., Detroit, 
treasurer of the Irish National League of America. Dr. 
O'Reilly is at present on a visit to Ireland, and it was 
through him that all the splendid subscriptions have come 
from the greater Ireland beyond the Atlantic. 

Tue London correspondent of the Irish Times learns that 
the sensations of the next session will include an attempt by 
Mr. Parnell to establish the complicity of the Government 
with the Zimes. He has already been in communimtion 
with the Speaker as to the best mode of raising the 
question. 

Our Castlerea correspondent writes that on Monday Mr. 
J. J. Burke, coroner for the county Roscommon, held an 
inquest on the body of Andrew Kelly, Cloonlough, one of 
the three tenants i whom A. W. Sampey, J.P., 
landlord, obtained ejectments at the late quarter sessions 
held in Castlerea. The dread of evictions very 
much annoyed and troubled this unfortunate man, 
and ever since the decree was obtained he 
showed signs of mental depression. On the night of the 
22nd ult., he left his own house, and after a considerable 
time his friends, who became uneasy when he did not return, 
made a search for him and found him in a bog hole about a 
quarter of a mile from his own house. A jury was sum- 
moned, and the Coroner directed them to find a verdict of 
accidental death, but having carefully considered the evidence 
they found the following verdict :— 

“We find that the said Andrew Kelly came by his death 
through drowning on the 22nd October while suffering under 
temporary insanity, brought on by dread of eviction.’ 

The bailiff who served the process on the deceased was . 
summoned on the jury.—Freeman’s Journal. 

Tue Freeman’s Journal publishes the first list of sub- 
scriptions to the new Tenants’ Defence League. It is nota 
very magnificent collection, considering the length of time 
which has passed since the movement was proclaimed with a 
loud flourish of trumpets. The total amounts to £1,010, 
and it is a noticeable fact that the sympathy of the Irish 
patriots does not find expression in large donations. The 
Lord Mayor gives £10, and Mr E. Dwyer Gray £10, ac- 
companied by a letter to the Freeman, in which he pays a 
compliment to that journal, and adds an explanation of the 
character of the impending struggle. Dr. Kenny contri- 
butes a subscription of £22, but Mr Parnell and other 
leaders have refrained from any such manifestation of in- 
terest in the cause. Mr Schwann, M.P., heads the list with 
£500; Mr Henry J. Wilson, M.P., follows with £110 ; and 
Mr. Samuel Smith, M.P., with £100. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN acknowledges an error in his address 
to Cornish Nonconformists. He was so, we suppose, enter- 
taining the aristocracy that he could not look up his facts. 
before speaking about them. 
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ABOUT WOMEN. 


Morey HAtt, the Regent Street Home of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association, was crowded last week’ 
when six ladies who are shortly proceeding as Zenana 
Missionaries to India said farewell to their English friends. 
One of their number, Miss Jenkins, L.R.C.P., is a duly 
qualified medical missionary, and when she arrives in India 
will be the fifth lady doctor working for the Indian Zenana 
Mission, under whose auspices she is going out. 

Mug. Marie Rozz, th pular singer, has sustained 
an accident in alighting from her carriage, but is progressing 
favourably. 

Mrs. Wivmncx is reported to be in excellent health and 

irits. Her gown and shawl, of chocolate colour, are not 
disfigured by the broad arrow as in the hideous suit of the 
male convict ; she wears a neat badge upon her arm bearing 
the letter and number P 79. 

Mrs. Moornovse, w:fe of the Bishop of Manchester, 
seems an excellent speaker. She defended bazaars in her 
opening speech at Rochdale the other day, taking fer her 
text the scriptural idea that the labourer is worthy of his 
hire 


THe Duchess of Newcastle made her début with the 
Rufford Hounds the other day. Though well-known at 
Melton as Miss Candy, this was her first appearance in the 
hunting field since her marriage. 

Tue Duchess of Hamilton has a dairy farm near Easton, 
Suffolk, which she manages herself, and has a shop in 
Ipswich in connection with the farm for the sale of the 
produce. She employs a lady to give lectures upon the 
science and practice of dairy farming. 

Mo.iz JaNotHa is making a six weeks’ tour through 
the Provinces. She played to Mr. Gladstone at Hawarden 
on Monday, 27th ult., and he was enchanted with the 
brilliant pianist. 

Mapam Haas, the well-known pianist, played at the two 
first popular concerts of the autumn series. 

Mrs. Lanertry has secured the St. James’s Theatre for a 
year. 


HOME RULE UNION. 


An important meeting was held on October 30 at the 
Memorial Hall, Farringdon-street, London, by the Home 
Rule Union. Mrs. Stansfeld proposed, and Lady Sandhurst 
seconded, a vote of thanks to their Irish hosts during the 
late deputation to Ireland. Mrs. Bateson, Mr. T. P. 
O'Connor, and others gave eloquent addresses. 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 
23, QUEEN AwnNE’s Gate, 8.W. 


MEETINGS AT MANCHESTER. 


THE programme of the Women’s Liberal Federation meet- 
ings in Manchester is now almost complete. 

On Tuesday, December 3rd, from 3 till 6 p.m., a reception 
will be held in the Town Hall, at which Mrs. Gladstone will 
preside. Addresses will be delivered during the course of 
the afternoon by distinguished speakers. 

On Tuesday morning, December 3rd, the first sitting of 
the Conference will be held, when papers relating to the 
organization and work of Women’s Liberal Associations will 
be read and discussed. 

At the second sitting of the Conference on Wednesday 
morning, December 4th, the question of Women Suffrage 
will be considered, while the afternoon will be devoted to 
the discussion of papers on the Legislative Aspects of the 
Temperance Question and on Free Trade. 

Tickets for the Conference and the Reception can be 
obtained on application to the Secretary of the Women’s 
Liberal Federation, 23,Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W., or to Mrs. 
Newton, 24, York Place, Oxford Road, Manchester. 


ASTON MANOR.—The annual meeting was held on 
Monday, October 28th, at Zhe Chronicle office, Mrs. 
H. G. Reid, President of the Association, occupied the 
chair. There was a good attendance of members. The 
third annual report, ending September Ist, was submitted 
by the Hon. Sec., Miss E. M. Rowe, which showed that 
there had been great activity on the part of the Association, 
which, however, had been directed more to rendering assist- 


ance to other organizations than to the development and 
improvement of the Association. This year’s work com- 
menced with the preparations necessary for the reception of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone upon the occasion of their visit to 
Birmingham in November. 

A large amount of canvassing was done during the year 
both in Birmingham and Aston Manor. 

In Birmingham in the Municipal elections in November 
and in the Parliamen election in Central Birmingham 
for the candidature of Mr. W. Phipson Beale, Q.C. ; and in 
Aston Manor in the County Council and also Local Board 
election. Three public meetings and one public soirée were 
held, in all 13 meetings of different kinds, at one 


pia oa et hi a gy nt pe 
“Women’s Work in Politics,” which was published and 
circulated. The following ladies were el :—President, 


Mrs. H. G. Reid; Hon. Sec., Miss E. M. Rowe; Vice- 
Presidents, Mrs. W. Ansell, Mrs. W. Phipson Beale, Mrs. 
Dixon, Mrs. G. Rallason, Mrs. Samuel. Executive Com- 
mittee, East Division: President, Mrs. Tillotson ; Secretary, 
Mrs. A. Taylor; Mrs. H. Bishop, Mrs. Eccles, Mrs. Davis, 
Mrs. Hoffs, Mrs. Baker, Miss K. Baker, Miss Waldron. 
West Division: President, Mrs. W. E. Cooke; Secretary, 
Mrs. A. C. Bishop; Mrs. McGregor, Mrs. Stanton, Mrs. 
E. Tomey, Mrs. B. Delaney, Miss Smith, and Miss Wilson. 

It was reported that a room had been offered the Asso- 
ciation at the Liberal Club, which was gratefully accepted, 
and a programme of work was arranged, a series of papers 
being promised to be read at monthly meetings by several 
ladi 


es. 

- BRADFORD. — Miss Orme’s fortnightly lectures on 
“ English and Irish Land” are being steadily attended by 
increased audiences of men and women. Last Monday a 
general meeting of the Associations was held, when many 
details of business were attended to and settled. Miss 
Gregory read the address on “ Women’s Trades’ Unions 
and Benefit Societies,” which Lady Dilke delivered at the 
May Conference, and commented upon it, and emphasised its 
counsels with singular force and earnestness. 

The NortH BrizRtEY Brancu held a very successful tea 
meeting at Low Moor last Saturday. Low Moor is con- 
sidered a Tory stronghold, one of the few in the district, but 
the attack made upon it by the W.L.A. is so vigorous as to 
promise well for the future. The tea was given in the 
Primitive Methodist Schoolroom, and the pressure was 50 
great that five large hams and seven tongues disappeared in 
no time. The cakes, made by the members themselves, 
were decorated in sugar with the words “ Women’s Liberal 
Association,” and the hospitality and zeal of the tea-makers 
were beyond praise. The meeting, a crowded one, was held 
in the chapel above the schoolroom. Mr. W. Lister was in 
the chair and was supported by Miss Gregory, Mrs. W. P. 
Byles, Mr. Percy Metcalfe, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Wright, and 
several vocalists. Copies of Father McFadden’s Gweedore 
pamphlet were sold in the room. 

CARNFORTH.—Norta Lonspate—On the 29th 
October the winter session of the Liberal Club was opened by 
a very successful tea and public meeting, at which a strong 
appeal was made to the women of the constituency to organise 
a Women’s Liberal Association. Mrs. Benson Ford, of 
Bentham, presided, and spoke very forcibly of the oppressions 
under which the Irish people are suffering. She was followed 
by Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Byles, Mr. Midgley, Mr. Pyrah, 
Mr. Gorrill, and Mr. Currey. The votes of thanks were 
spoken to by Mrs. Townsend, of Silverdale, whose deep and 
ardent convictions have been the mainspring of this new 
movement in the division, and by Mrs. Moorhouse, the 
President of the Morecambe Women’s Liberal Association. 
Several of the Morecambe members came over to the meeting 
A quick response was given to the appeal made to the ladies 
present, and we hope before long to hear that the work of 
organisation is developing steadily all over that large con- 
stituency. 

CROYDON.—The enthusiasm of the South Ward 
members of this Association was again shown on Wednesday 
afternoon, October 30th, by a crowded assembly who met in 
the drawing-room of Croham-house at the invitation of their 
President, Mrs. Grimwade, who had engaged to read a paper 
on “The Duties of Women Voters.” 

The chair was taken by Miss Candler, who, in opening the 
proceedings, explained that the subject of the afternoon had 
been chosen in view of the expected Municipal elections. 
Since, however, it was now known that no contest would take 
place, Mrs. Grimwadehad abandoned her intention of reading 
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her paper. Mrs. Leeds then read one on “ The Enfranchise- 
ment of Women.” She concluded by saying that Mr. 
Woodall’s Bill, though not entirely satisfactory, was, as it 
wore, the thin end of the wedge. 

Mrs. Grimwade wished to ask os to which she had 
never been able to obtain a satisfactory reply, though she 
had asked it many times, “ Why are men more afraid of 
giving women a Parliamentary vote than of giving them 
the Municipal and School Board vote?” Sometime ago she 
had asked that question at a drawing-room meeting, at 
which a number of men were present, thinking that at last 
she would get her answer, but not a man opened his mouth. 

Mrs. Leeds had heard that explained by the fact that men 
did not care much about the School Board and County 
Council elections, and were therefore indifferent about the 
votes. 

Miss Grover spoke of the depression and sadness she had 
lately felt, in canvassing one of the boroughs, at meeting 
with so much apathy in women generally concerning the 
municipal elections, and urged that more public spirit should 
be shown. 

Mrs. Fraser, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mrs. Leeds 
for her interesting paper, expressed her conviction of the 
importance of Women Enfranchisement in very enthusiastic 
terms. 

Miss Aubrey seconded this proposal, remarking that 
many brilliant ideas had passed through her brain during 
the reading of Mrs. Leeds’ paper, but all were pointed at 
some opponent whom she hoped to smash. There being, 
however, no opposition at all, the ideas must be to a great 
extent lost. 

A vote of thanks was also passed to Mrs. Grimwade for 
so kindly lending her drawing-room on the occasion, and 
the meeting dispersed about half-past five. 

On Tuesday evening, October 22nd, a meeting took 
place at| Kidderpore House, Croydon, the residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bonnerjee, for the purpose of hearing 
addresses on “India” from Lord Salisbury’s “ black 
man,” the Hon. Dadabhai Naoroji (pronounced Nowrajee), 
and Mr. William Digby, C.I.E., the appointed delegates 
to this country from the Indian National Congress. 
The weather was extremely bad, a thick fog prevailing, and 
Mr. Naoroji was unable to attend. There was a crowded 
assembly of ladies, Mrs. Bonnerjee’s pretty drawing room 
being taxed to its utmost capacity. The genial host is a 
native of our distant empire, and has a first-class practice at 
the Calcutta bar. Mrs. Grimwade presided, and briefly 
introduced Mr. Digby, who kept his hearers in a condition 
of animated atenttion for nearly an hour and a half, while 
he declaimed against the culpable negligence that forms the 
principal feature of our Indian administration. English 
people generally did not realise what the Government of 250 
millions of people away in India really meant, and if they 
knew the actual facts of the case they would think that 
such things as did occur were scarcely possible. The people 
of India had no means of ventilating their own ideas, ex- 
cept through the comparatively recently established 
National Congress, and they only asked to be allowed to 
take a little share of the management of their own affairs. 
The Government of India was in the hands of officials upon 
whom there was absolutely no check, hence abuses and 
wrong and suffering arose on every hand unnoticed and 
unknown. The only remedy appeared to be in the inter- 
vention of private Members of the House of Commons, who 
should be instructed to ask questions and see that some 
kind of informal check were thus created. As an instance 
of the effectiveness of this method he pointed to Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s persistent questioning of Sir .John Gorst, 
whereby the lives of at least 250,000 inhabitants of Ganjam 
had been preserved from famine.—Mr. Bonnerjee, Dr. 
Aubrey, Miss Malleson and Miss Grover were among those 
who subsequently spoke, and at the close light refreshments 
and ices were handed round. 

Sourn Warp Brancu.—On October 30th by the 
invitation of Mrs. W. J. Dart, the members met at the 
Club premises in Coombe Street for the purpose of hearing 
an address by Mrs. Corrie Grant, and to enjoy a concert 
which had been provided for their amusement. Mr. Coun- 
cillor Dart occupied the chair. Mrs. Corrie Grant addressed 
the meeting on the School Board. In the course of her 
remarks, she alluded to the first School Board Election and 
to the manner in which the work had been carried on. As 
Mrs. Grant explained at the commencement, her experience 
had been gained in a district situated in the East End of 


London,and her statement that some of the playgroundsof these 
schools were upon the roofs of the buildings was received with a 
certain amount of astonishment. The new London school 
buildings, she stated, were well adapted for the intended 
purpose, and some of them were prettily decorated. Mrs. 
Grant declaimed any intention of entering upon controversial 
matters, and in a passing reference to the cumulative vote, 
said some agreed with the system and others did not. She 
paid a tribute to the teachers, stating that she had more 
respect for them than for any other class of people with 
whom she was acquainted. In conclusion, she urged the 
parents of children to assist the teachers as much as 

ible in sending their children regularly to school. 

r. Grimwade proposed votes of thanks to Mrs. Grant 
for her address, and to Mr. and Mrs. Dart for their 
hospitality and kindness, and referred to the work which 
was intended to be done by the Women’s Liberal Asso- 
ciation. A good programme was then carried out. 

GUILD FORD.—The winter Session was commenced on 
the 23rd ult. with a public meeting, when an address 
was given on the subject of “A woman’s vote, and what 
depends upon it,” by Mr. Harrison, of the Eighty Club. 
There was a fair attendance. 

IPSWICH.—On Monday, October 28th, the first of a 
series of monthly meetings was held. There wasa large and 
enthusiastic audience. Mrs. Bulstrode, a Vice-President and 
Chairman of Committee, presided,and gavea most interesting 
address. The Secretary explained that the intention of the 
Committee was that these meetings should be educational, 
and that the scope of subjects should include social and 
moral as well as those more strictly political. Mrs. E. P. 
Ridley gave an address on the importance of understanding 
political principles, and referred to the little knowledge pos- 
sessed by many of those who were very pronounced as to 
which side they belonged, the colour of the party being the 
extent of their information. Miss Butler oe ably upon 
the political and social responsibilities and obligations of 
women. A reading was also given by Mrs. Notcutt from an 
account of a visit to Ireland. Music and singing was 
interspersed between the speeches, and there was a general 
feeling that a very useful and enjoyable evening had been 


spent. : 
PISLINGTON.— Norta.—The report of the annual 
meeting will appear in our next issue. 

West.—On Monday, the 28th October, at the Sewing 
Meeting of the Association, Miss Augusta Brown gave 
a very interesting address on ‘“‘ Women’s Trade Unions,” 
urging on all present the duty of helping in this important 
movement, and pointing out how help might be rendered. 

MARYLEBONE.—The first autumn meeting was held 
on Thursday evening, the 31st October, at 121, Marylebone 
Road. 

Margaret Lady Sandhurst, President of the Association, 
presided, and gave a very interesting and descriptive address 
on her recent visit to Ireland. It is cheering to hear from 
one who has been on the spot, and who is so thoroughly 
able to form a just opinion as is Lady Sandhurst, that the 
rumours of Catholic intolerance and class bitterness are 
entirely without foundation ; that the Irish, whatever their 
faults, as a race still retain the loving hospitable hearts of 
their forefathers, and that notwithstanding the grinding 
poverty of centuries and the wretched squalor which endless 
years of unfair conditions and of misgovernment have im- 

sed, they have raised their heads above this sordidness 
thanks to the friendship extended by so many noble English 

men and women within recent years), and are again shewing 
themselves not only a people courageous, patriotic, and 
chivalrous, but a nation anxious and ready to uplift itself 
to the highest rights of citizenship. 
Lady Sandhurst having resided in Ireland some fifteen 
years ago is well able to drawa parallel between the Ireland 
of then and the Ireland of to-day, and it must be remem- 
bered, is one of the very few Englishwomen who knew 
anything about that country at that period (excepting what 
they read of it, and we know whether that was likely to be 
unbiassed or even truthful). 

A vote of thanks to Lady Sandhurst for presiding and for 
her excellent address, proposed by Miss O'Gonor-Eecles, and 
seconded by the Hon. Mrs. Napier, brought the meeting to 
a close. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Marrertey Warp.—On Thursday, 
October 24th, a meeting of the above Branch was held in 
Sycamore Road Board Schoolrooms, when 120 sat down to 
a sandwich tea. In the evening, Mrs. Cow.n, President of 
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the Central Association, occupied the chair, and excellent 


speeches were made by that lady, Mr. Councillor Kirk, Mr. 
Hickling, and Mr. Atkin. Mrs. Proctor gave a suitable 
recitation, and several ladies and gentlemen contributed to 
@ most nine. entertainment by music and singing. 

READING.—The usual monthly meeting was held at the 
Queen’s Road Lecture Room on October 30th. Mr. Bailey 
presided. Mr. H. CO. Herbert gave an able address on Free 
Education. He pointed out the arguments in favour of the 
movement, and answered several objections to it. An enjoy- 
able programme of vocal and instrumental music, recitations, 
&c., was rendered during the evening by the Misses Reed, 

Feance, Adams, Se Seat Mr. Feance, and others. 

SCARBOROUGH.—A few days before the lst November, 
the Women’s Liberal Association were favoured with a 
lecture by Edward Grubb, Esq., M.A., on “ Town Council 
Elections.” The chair was taken by the Rev. 8. Fletcher 
Williams, who spoke of municipal elections as matters of deep 
social concern. Referring to the approaching contest, the 
lecturer said men should be returned to the Council, with a 
high ideal of the work of Town Councils ; men who take a 
broad, far-sighted, liberal view of public affairs; men who 
care for the people, not merely for their own class. All these 
considerations were of as much interest to women as to 
men. The meeting concluded by a hearty vote of thanks 
to the Chairman and Lecturer, moved and seconded by 
two members of the Women’s Liberal Committee. 

SOUTHPORT.—On Thursday, the 31st October, under 
the auspices of the Women’s Liberal Association, a crowded 
audience assembled in the Birkdale Town Hall for the pur- 
pose of hearing an address by Miss Conybeare erga of Mr. 
C. A. Conybeare, M.P.), descriptive of the Olphert estate 
evictions in Ireland. e lecture was profusely illustrated 
with views of the terrible and harrowing scenes she had 
witnessed during her visit, the views being thrown on the 
canvas by means of the oxy-hydrogen limelight. 

Mrs Teschemacher presided, and Miss Conybeare, who was 
cordially received, commenced by giving a short sketch of 
what she described as the scandalous and indecent manner in 
which the trial of the Gweedore prisoners charged with 
causing the death of Inspector Martin, had been conducted 
by the Crown, and went on to say that she noticed that the 
prisoner William Coll had been sentenced to ten years’ 

servitude. It was the most monstrous, wicked, and 
cruel sentence she had ever heard of, for Coll was not guilty 
ofthe crime imputed to him. It was proved by the evi- 
dence of the schoolmaster, a telegraph clerk, and a sergeant 
of militia that he was not in the crowd, but was some dis- 
tance away when Inspector Martin was k"led, and the alibi 
set up on his behalf had since been closely inquired into 
and tested by Mr. John Wilson, M.P., who was perfectly 
satisfied of its soundness. Last Saturday morning Miss 
Cobden went to see Coll, who protested his innocence, and 
was in the greatest distress. The MacDermott and the 
other eminent counsel engaged in the defence believed in 
his innocence thorcughly, and she (Miss Conybeare) also 
believed in it, and hoped the petition that was being got up 
in favour of the sentence being quashed and Coll’s imme- 
diate release would be largely signed both in Ireland and in 
England. 

Mr James Mills moved a vote of thanksto Miss Cony- 
beare for her lecture. 

Mr R. Dolbey seconded the vote, which was carried 
with acclamation. 

Miss Conybeare briefly acknowledged the compliment. 

On the motion of Mr Mulgrew, seconded by Mrs Thew, 
a vote of thanks was accorded to Mrs. Teschemacher for 
presiding, and the proceedings terminated. 

80 HAO Y.—A meeting of the three Wards 
of Clapton Park East, Clapton Park West, and Homerton 
was held at Mrs. Henry’s, 111, Chatsworth Road, on October 
7th. Tea and coffee were served, and the proceedings were 
first of a social character, Mrs. Crossley, Mrs. Pengelly, and 
Mrs. Cressy contributing several songs to the enjoyment of 
those present. 

At eight o'clock Mrs. Pate took the chair, and Mrs. 
Samson, of North Hackney, read a most able and practical 
paper entitled “ Why Women should be Politicians,” which 
was greatly appreciated. 

On Wednesday evening, October 30th, Mrs. Samson very 
kindly repeated her paper to the members of the London 
Fields, Victoria Park, and Hackney Wick Wards at a meet- 
ing held in the Schoolroom, St. Thomas’ Square Chapel. 

Mra, G. B. Holmes presided, and an interesting discussion 


followed, in which Mrs. Goudge, Miss Boltz, Miss Tresham, 

Miss Williams, and the Secretary (Mrs. Powell) took part. 
Mrs. Grimwade proposed, and Williams seconded, a 

hearty vote of thanks to Mrs. Samson for her excellent 


r. 

P*ROUTH KENSINGTON .—The Association has invited 
all the W. L. Associations in the Metropolis to send repre- 
sentatives to a meeting in Kensingion Town Hall on 
Thursday evening, November 28th, to hear an address from 
Professor Stuart, M.P.,on London Reforms. A discussion 
will follow, in which it is expected many well-known Liberal 
politicians will take part as to how women’s organizations 
can most effectually promote the new London programme 
and educate public opinion concerning it. It is especially 
desired to give a very practical turn to this discussion, and 
to arrive at a clear understanding regarding the points most 
ripe for legislation and the help which W. L. A.’s can render. 

STO RT.—On Thursday, October 24th, a success- 
ful tea meeting was held followed by a public meeting. 
Mrs. Ormiston Chant, who was enthusiastically received, 
spoke on “A Woman’s Vote.” Mrs. Lee, the wife of 
the Mayor elect, presided. The Liberal candidates for 
the forthcoming Municipal election also addressed the 
meeting. Several songs were sung, including one on the 
Political Enfranchisement of Women, and the Liberal 
Anthem. 

WHITBY.—The annual tea and festival was held on 
Tuesday, October 29th. The Association began its existence 
only some three years ago in a very modest fashion, and 
though it had not, at the commencement, the encouragement 
which it seemed to deserve, it has developed into a degree of 
importance which cannot now be ignored. Its influence as 
a political lever, its strength and power in the cause of local 
Liberalism, have been brought to the front; and it is 
gratifying that the leaders of the Liberal party in Whitby 
have accorded their sympathy with, and their substantial 
support of, what should have been from the very first greeted 
and acknowledged as a proper and legitimate movement. 
The ladies of the Liberal party in Whitby have good reason 
to congratulate themselves, for, by their persistency, by their 
devotion to the cause, and by their unremitting labours they 
have won over to their side the sympathy, congratulation, 
and active support of many of those who, in the first 
instance, stood aloof. The Association must necessarily be 
a powerful organization in a small place like Whitby, for its 
membership is not only influential in a general way, but 
numerically strong. The Association has been, and is, well 
officered, for guiding the institution, are ladies of acknow- 
ledged ability and energy. 

The meeting on October 29th was the most successful yet 
held. About 570 sat down to an excellent tea, and later in 
the evening a public meeting was held, when Mr. F. Sidney 
Morris, of the National Reform Union, gave an earnest and 
thoughtful address on the present Liberal programme, 
which was much appreciated by the audience. The other 
speakers included Mr. W. H. 8. Pyman (chairman), 
husband of the much esteemed President of the Association, 
Rev. E. Fox-Thomas, Mr. H. Robson, and Mr. J. T. 
Sewell. 

The Rev. E. Fox-Thomas appealed to the men to follow 
the energetic example of the women, and form a club, where 
they could discuss political affairs.: 

WHITEHA .—On Friday last, November Ist, the 
opening meeting for the winter took place, when Miss Chap- 
man, of Winchester, gave a graphic account of what she 
had herself seen in Ireland. Mrs. J. D. Kendall presided, 
and after an interesting address introduced Miss Chapman to 
the meeting. . At the conclusion of her speech a coffee supper 
was served in an adjoining room, after which the company 
returned to the Lecture Room, and photographs of Gweedore, 
and its battered and ruined cottages, and its priest 
were i and explained. The weather being stormy’ 
many friends from outlying districts were unable to attend’ 


A RaILway is projected up the Jungfrau, the most lovely 
mountain in Switzerland. One of the engineers who has 
submitted a plan is the engineer of the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris. 

A Lonpon correspondent says he hears that the last 
quarterly payment to the proprietors of the Times amounted 
to one quarter of the dividend which they had been in the 
habit of receiving for the same period before the sitting of 
the Special Commission. 
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Wanted Ladies who make up Underclothing at Hone 
ther Ladies’ or Gent's), to pote § for Patterns * the new 


be etait yh ydand which Se bce wy shaven Essays for Women, 
a MARY JANE HALL, M.D. (Boston). 


THE GIRTON GOVERNESS & SCHOOL AGENGY. | 7 % cbtsined + 108, Sx. Gronor's Sovanz, 8. Brtonavis. 


London: G. Hit, 154, Westminster Bridge 


WOOLLEN UNDERCLOTHING.— EVERY WOMAN SHOULD READ 
(et 


1 gee AUBERT introduces English and Foreign Road, 8.E. 
Resident and Daily Governesses ores Pata aed PRICE 2/6. aneee rina: = ee 
Nursery), Visiting Teachers, Companions, Literary Workers, “In the plainest aud most intelligible terms Dr. set forth 
i truct d tion of th 
tate Poumek ervey Matec: of ‘the troubles tht beset them, the dangers to be guarded against, and 
SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL HOMES RECOMMENDED. the rules of life to be adopted.” — Westminster and Lambeth Gazette, 


Mapame Avsert’s Governess List, Post FREE 33D. | matters—knowledge of which women too often acquire only through 


166, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. Be i paren eecclTke Woes « Gael 
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ei EEE Cerca | ASTITON’S || ree ety at nit oct 

and all pains in the jolatsy head 

OC hEG BAL I S 00 U T Bake It will cure any ordinary 

day ; it gives relief in 


AED clon: 
R H EU MAT | C eS eee 


le. 


COLOUR GOOD. QUALITY EXCELLENT. PRICE REASONABLE, || oe ae wesncin nee 


Cough, Coughs, Consumption. 


2 ie ; -~ GREAT bottles, af we 
POXLEY S SIX COR D ‘Un Teres 
a ats a¥i = ; Bey ‘ ; ay a rf | : Ww 7 a” Chancery 


CURE, = [= bento. 


ASHTON ’S _|ood punter’ Price ts Sa 


4 


ley Ss |ooo- YARD 


; re) Vv = = = and 2s. 9d. 
7T°GREAT ANCOATS | JUNIVERS A Listas: .7aer.cs5 
PILLS. : 
ASHTON’S [can 'ytnbssyanedy fo bams: 


ORCHARD’S CURE ror DEAFNESS, 
Safe and Harmiess. Has Cured Hundreds. 


“NOW I CAN HEAR THE BIEDS SING.” 
S12,—Your “ Cure for Deafness” has been worth @ sovereign to 
Incas the birds sing, and teneee ene ring when in bed, and now 
@. T. Buananp, Marlborough, 

1s. 1§d por Bottle, Free by Post for 14 Stamps, from 
EDWIN J. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALISBURY. 
4NY CHEMIST CAN PROCURE IT YO ORDER. 


and cvery 
Price 


CURATIVE SALVE, Iti, ea ot oe 


WHOLESALE AGENTS: 
Messrs. WILLIAM EDWARDS & SON, 
Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
MAY ROBERTS & Co. Clerkenwell Road, E.C 
HOVENDEN & SON, Berners Street, W. 
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